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tional Domestic Violence Awareness Month. I call upon government offi-
cials, law enforcement agencies, health professionals, educators, commu-
nity leaders, and the American people to join together to end the domestic
violence that threatens so many of our people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7031 of October 2, 1997

National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America has always been blessed with abundant natural resources; but we
sometimes fail to recognize that we have been blessed with rich human re-
sources as well. Millions of people in thousands of professions have built
this great country with their labor and made a reality of the American
Dream for themselves and their families. But for 20 percent of our popu-
lation, that dream has too often been deferred or denied. Americans with
disabilities have had to overcome barriers in communication, transpor-
tation, architecture, and attitude to take their rightful place in our Nation’s
work force.

If America is to continue to grow and prosper, if we are to lead the chal-
lenging global economy of the 21st century, we cannot afford to ignore the
talents, energy, and creativity of the 54 million Americans with disabilities.
Thanks to the Americans with Disabilities Act, we are making significant
progress in eliminating workplace discrimination and ensuring equal job
opportunities for people with disabilities. This landmark civil rights legis-
lation, enacted 7 years ago with bipartisan support, has opened doors and
brought down barriers across our country for people with disabilities. It has
empowered them with the opportunity to become employees, taxpayers,
and active participants in the life of their communities.

To build on this progress, government at every level must work in partner-
ship with business, labor, and community organizations to ensure that all
Americans, regardless of disability, can live and learn and work alongside
their fellow citizens. Only when we guarantee the inclusion, empower-
ment, and independence of all our people will America fulfill its great
promise of freedom and opportunity.

To recognize the full potential of individuals with disabilities and to en-
courage all Americans to work toward their full integration into the work
force, the Congress, by joint resolution approved August 11, 1945, as
amended (36 U.S.C. 155), has designated October of each year as ‘‘National
Disability Employment Awareness Month.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 1997 as National Disability
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Employment Awareness Month. I call upon government officials, edu-
cators, labor leaders, employers, and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs and activities that reaffirm our
determination to achieve the full integration into the work force of people
with disabilities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7032 of October 3, 1997

Fire Prevention Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Of all the disasters that confront Americans every year, few cause more loss
of life and property than fire. Across the country each day, fire threatens
our communities, our livelihoods, and our lives. Last year alone, almost
5,000 men, women, and children perished in fires, and nearly 80 percent
of these deaths occurred in homes. This tragic statistic is a call to action
for all of us, not only to remain vigilant in our efforts to prevent fires, but
also to learn how to react quickly and sensibly when fires occur.

Many people do not understand the speed at which fire can spread, the in-
tensity of its heat, or the toxic power of its smoke. Because a quick, deci-
sive response often means the difference between life and death, it is im-
portant to learn about fire, to recognize how deadly a threat it is, and to
react to it immediately. The National Fire Protection Association, in part-
nership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and our Nation’s
fire services, has selected ‘‘Know When to Go! React Fast To Fire!’’ as the
theme of this year’s Fire Prevention Week. This theme reinforces a simple
but essential element of fire safety: escape planning.

Because approximately 80 percent of last year’s fatal fires occurred in the
home, every family should develop a home escape plan. If a smoke or fire
alarm sounds, everyone must react quickly. When away from home, we
need to make it a habit to locate the nearest exit in any building we oc-
cupy. Most important, we must never reenter a burning building.

By following these basic safety rules, we can save lives and reduce the
risks to our Nation’s firefighters. Every 16 seconds, a fire department re-
sponds to a fire somewhere in the United States. Last year, thousands of
firefighters were injured, and 92 made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty. Our Nation will acknowledge the extraordinary dedication of these
valiant men and women by paying tribute to America’s career and volun-
teer firefighters on Sunday, October 5, 1997, at the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
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